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Next RMWT Meeting 
The next meeting of the RMWT will be on July 9, 2009.  
The demonstrator will be John Giem, Crafting a Cryptex. In 
Dan Brownôs novel The DaVinci Code, an important clue 
was enclosed in a Cryptex. In effect, a Cryptex is a box 
surrounded by code rings that must be aligned with the 
proper ócode wordô in order to open it to access its 
contents. John will demonstrate how to make your own 

Cryptex using 
the lathe and 
other common 
tools in your 
shop. 
 
  

RMWT Meetings 
Each month the Rocky 

Mountain Woodturners meet at 

Woodcraft of Loveland, located 

at 3718 Draft Horse Drive, 

Loveland, Colorado.  We meet 

on the first Thursday after the 

first Tuesday of each month. 

Meeting Format 
6:00 ï 6:30 ï Setup and Social 

Time, come visit, share ideas 

and ask questions 

 6:30 ï 7:00 ï The general 

business meeting. 

7:00 ï 8:30 ï Demonstrator 

time. 

8:30 ï 9:00 ï Clean up and out 

by 9 pm sharp! 

Scheduled Meeting 

Demonstrators 

- July 9, John Giem, Crafting 

a Cryptex. 

- August 6, Nick Cook, topic 

to be announced. We are 

also planning an all day 

workshop. See RMWT web 

site for details. 

2009 Officers, Directors and 
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Committees 

President: Drew Nichols 
970-566-4662   
  
dcnichols2004@msn.com 
 
VP: Katherine Kowalski 
katherine@daystarhandworks.c
om 
Phone: 307-637-2874 
 
Treasurer:  Pete Herman 
Phone:  (970) 663-1951, home 
               (585) 259-9486, 
mobile 
Peter_herman@comcast.net 
   
Secretary / Newsletter: 
John Giem  
(970) 223-0844 
mailto:jgiem@comcast.net 
 
Newsletter  Team 
Editor: John Giem 
970-223-0844 
jgiem@comcast.net 
Distribution: 
 Kevin Dunn 
970-420-9691 Cell 
dnnkk@msn.com 
Members:  
Pete Herman 
 
RMWT Program Director:  
Trent Bosch 
970.568.3299  
trentbosch@yahoo.com       
 
RMWT Librarian:  
David Amos 
970.834.1432 

dcjeamos@juno.com  

RMWT Activities 
Report from the Treasurer 
Recently, one of our Board of Directors was asked by a 
member ñWhat DO I get for my money?ò  As the new 
Treasurer, this question was fielded to me and asked if I 
could expound on it. I know we had a dues increase this 
year of $5.00 per membership. Being relatively new to this 
organization, I have no reference to ñthe good old daysò or 
any particular benefits from prior years, only what Iôve seen 
since Iôve joined.  So, what DO we get for our $40 dollars 
per year? 
 
The following may seem apparent, but let me restate the 
obvious. My observation is that we get a mix of world class 
and nationally renowned Turners doing demonstrations on 
a monthly basis. Hints and techniques are shared that are 
certain to improve our understanding of turning. These 
demonstrations are free to members, the cost being 
absorbed by our yearly dues. We are fortunate to get many 
of these demonstrations at reasonable prices since we 
have an abundance of great turners in this region. We are 
also able to piggyback many of the non-local demonstrators 
from demos theyôve done in Denver or other nearby areas, 
greatly reducing our expenses. The club has spent $2050 in 
demonstration fees in the past 12 months. 
 
Our budget is largely comprised of the annual dues, with 
the balance generated from raffle sales, auctions of 
members work, t-shirts, and voluntary donations beyond the 
membership fees. Since Iôve only been treasurer for three 
months, itôs been difficult to differentiate the individual sums 
and where they came from, but for all our expenses, weôre 
in the black. 

mailto:dcnichols2004@msn.com
mailto:katherine@daystarhandworks.com
mailto:katherine@daystarhandworks.com
mailto:jgiem@comcast.net
mailto:trentbosch@yahoo.com
mailto:dcjeamos@juno.com
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At some point in the past, we raised seed money for our 
yearly symposium, which draws national attention. We 
have a savings account to maintain a prudent reserve of 
funds ($2000). RMWT actively supports opportunities for 
students with an interest in turning. Educational 
Opportunity Grants (EOG) are available to those seeking 
funds willing to give back to the community or promote our 
arts. We contributed $2250 towards Educational Grants in 
the past 12 months. 
 
We have a wonderful newsletter thatôs compiled by 
dedicated volunteers. In the short time Iôve been a member, 
Iôve seen improvements in the newsletter and an 
uncompromising desire to continually improve it. This 
newsletter is available in both hardcopy and digital format 
to accommodate all of our membership. Usually a detailed 
synopsis of the previous monthôs demonstration, complete 
with photos, is available in better detail than Iôm capable of 
recording and photographing. In addition, these files are 
archived so that demos are available at the click of a 
mouse. We had miscellaneous expenses of $235 to cover 
web fees, office supplies, and check fees. 
 
We have a library of books, video tapes, and DVDs that are 
free for membership use. There is no strict time limit for the 
use of these resources. $294 was spent on the library 
during the past year. 
 
The RMWT is governed by a Board of Officers, volunteers, 
willing to give of their time and effort to sustain this 
organization. They seek no compensation other than 
incurred expenses.  
 
A discount for turnersô tools and supplies is available for 
our members at Woodcraft (Loveland) and Rockler 
(Denver). We have a Wood-Bank that is stocked by 
volunteers taking their time to harvest local woods. Wood is 
free to any member desiring it, with no expectation in 
return. Our club is arranging with other regions to swap 
wood not native to this area, to our mutual benefit. We 
have a wealth of information from beginner to expert that is 
freely passed from one member to another when we 
congregate.  
 
Weôve been able to purchase a used trailer to transport our 
mini lathes and tools (assets largely acquired from past 

 

Wood Bank  

Chairmen: 

Allen Norris 

Jerry Sherman 

 484-2619, home 

 631-2984, mobile 

Wood Lot:  

John Giem,  

 223-0844, home 

 227-6618, mobile 

 

 

RMWT Symposium 

 Directors:  

Mike Davis -  

mailto:mikeldavisllc@msn.com 

Allen Jensen  

970-663-1868 

Rajconst@aol.com 

Registration: 

John Giem 

970-223-0844 

mailto:jgiem@comcast.net 

 

RMWT Webmaster  

 Hoyle Curtis 

hoyle.curtis@gmail.com 

mailto:mikeldavisllc@msn.com
mailto:Rajconst@aol.com
mailto:jgiem@comcast.net
file:///C:/Users/John/Documents/Rocky%20Mountain%20Wood%20Turners/Draft%20June%2009/hoyle.curtis@gmail.com
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dues), especially useful during our symposium or providing demos in our community. 
The trailer is also used to bring wood from the Wood Bank to the monthly meetings.  We 
spent $1540 to buy this trailer, a spare tire and registration for it. This does not fully 
explain all our expenses over the past year. There are other miscellaneous fees, 
supplies, tools, and equipment not fully reported here.  We did spend $734 for new 
audio equipment and a grinder for the monthly demos. 
 
Therefore, we belong to an organization sustained by a number of people not taking 
compensation. For the cost of $4.33 per month, we have access to the multitude of 
benefits stated above. For less than the price of a meal at McDonaldôs, I believe this is a 
tremendous bargain. THATôS what we get!!! 
 
Pete Herman 
Treasurer, Rocky Mountain Woodturners 
 
Wood Bank:  
There has been a lot of activity with the Wood Bank this last month with a lot of wood 
coming in and going out. 

- Frank Amigo picked out several pieces to take to the AAW Symposium to 
support Turners that came from out of the Country. 

- We received over a pick-up load of freshly cut Maple. 
- You are encouraged to use as much of the wood from the Wood Bank as 
possible. If we donôt use it for turning, then due to weathering it may become 
good firewood in the not too distant future. 

- The present inventory of wood includes; Maple, Russian olive, Elm, Silver Poplar, 
Aspen, Pine (including blue beetle kill), Mulberry, Mimosa, Pecan and Cedar. 

- We have some visitors coming up from Texas later this year and the Wood Bank 
may be able to exchange some Colorado woods for some Texas woods. One of 
the woods mentioned was Mesquite. 

 
Vintage Lathes 
Photos: Jim Harris of the South Plains Woodturners, Texas 
Text: John Giem 
 
Recently, I received photos from Jim Harris of some vintage lathes he saw in a museum 
in Louisiana. He gave me permission to share them with you so that you can appreciate 
the progress that has occurred in our Craft.   
Remember, that I am an Engineer and look at things a little differently than many other 
people. Many of the lathes in our shops have 1.5 horsepower motors, or more, on them. 
The lathes below are foot powered, that is the Woodturner had to pump a foot pedal to 
turn the wood and still apply the chisel to do the shaping. The next time an Instructor 
tells you to have a good stance and hold your tool correctly, just be thankful that she is 
not telling you to pedal harder. 
Another way for you to understand the effort to use these lathes is to understand how 
much work your electric motor does for you. For you to input one horsepower into one 
of these lathes, you would need to do the equivalent of having a 125-pound person 
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running up a nine-foot flight 
of stairs every two seconds. 
Obviously, these 
Woodturners kept in shape 
and probably could not work 
as fast as a Turner using 
modern equipment could. 

 
 
The first set of photos is of a Pole Lathe. Things to note: 

- Typically hand made by the Woodturner from available wood. 
- In the first photo, the pole in the rafters is used as a spring. Often, you went out 

to the woodlot and cut your own or just put your lathe under a tree with the óideal 
limbô. 

- A rope is tied to the pole (spring) brought down and wrapped around the wood 
being turned and then down to a foot treadle 

- In operation, the Turner steps on the treadle, the wood turns forward while he 
turns it to shape. Upon releasing the treadle, the work then spins backward due 
to the pole springing back up. 

- The energy used to press the treadle down is used two places; first, turning the 
wood while it is being cut and second, energy is stored in the flexing of the pole. 
When the treadle is released, the stored energy in the pole is used to rotate the 
work back to its starting position. 

- Notice the wooden tool rest. 
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Here is another foot-powered lathe. In this case, the treadle is connected to a 
crankshaft, which has flywheels mounted on it. Things to note: 

- This is a truly reversible lathe. Spin the flywheel by hand in the direction you what 
to turn and start pedaling. 

- Flywheels store energy via rotational kinetic energy, larger mass near the rim 
allows more energy storage. The stored energy goes up rapidly as the RPM 
increases. 

- Note the stepped pulleys on the headstock and flywheel under it. 
- Note all of the open and exposed pulleys and belts; a modern Safety Engineer 

would really get excited over this!  
- This is a big advancement over the pole lathe in that you could pump it up to 

speed storing energy in the spinning flywheel then stop pedaling and start 
shaping. You would need to resume pedaling when it started to slow down too 
much. 

- This lathe exhibits the truly modern features of infinitely variable speed control 
and is fully reversible. The cast iron design is also great for vibration damping. 

- In the photo below, note the grease cups on top of the two headstock-bearings to 
keep them properly lubricated. (When was the last time you lubricated your 
headstock bearings?) 
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Turning a Goblet with a Twisted Stem 
Presented by Dennis Liggett 
Reported by John Giem   
 
At the June 4, 2009, meeting of the Rocky 
Mountain Woodturners, Dennis Liggett 
demonstrated how to make a goblet with a 
twisted stem. He has a lot of additional 
information on his web site: 
dennisliggettwoodturner.com, if you are 
interested in twisting, it is well worth your 
visit. 
These fancy goblets with twisted stems are 
often used for speical occasions such as 
weddings or just for their beauty. When used 


